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UM SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM
IS FIRST OF ITS KIND
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MISSOULA—
A new approach to social work education pioneered by the University of Montana
is the first program of its kind in North America.

Titled competency-based education,

this approach requires all UM social work majors to pass a competency exam before
graduation.
Over the past six years, two professors in the UM Department of Social Work,
Dr. M. Arkava and Dr. D. Cummins, have developed an exam that can predict the job
performance of graduating social work majors.

The exam, called the "Montana Social

Work Competency Scale," is required of all candidates for the baccalaureate degree
in social work.
The test consists of both written and oral segments and is designed to measure a
student's knowledge and skill in social work practice. The scale has proven to be a
a
good predictor of/student1c subsequent job performance. Recent studies also indicated
that the scale actually does predict how well UM social work graduates have done on
the job.
This research in competency-based education has laid the groundwork for new methods
of teaching and evaluating student performance.

UM now offers a program that is

professionally oriented, offering students both the theory and practical experience
required to be a professional social worker.
one in the state to offer

The UM social work program is the only

competence exam for a baccalauerate program.

The department's approach to competency-based education has received international
recognition.
-over-
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Professors within the department have continued doing research in competencybased education.

Dr. Arkava and Dr. Cummins have a forthcoming article in the

Journal of Social Work Research regarding the predictions of occupational success
in social work.

Arkava and Dr. Frank Clark recently published a book entitled

The Pursuit of Competence In Social Work, published by Jossey-Bass, Inc.
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